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DR.  D.  STEELE-PERKINS,  Med.  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Councillors  for  the 

District  convprising  No.  2 Sanitary  Area, 

By  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  my  Annual 
Report  for  1940  will  again  only  be  an  interim  Report. 
This  step  is  taken  owing  to  the  War,  having  due  regard 
to  the  enormous  increase  of  work  entailed  by  the  War, 
combined  with  the  reduction  of  my  staff  throughout  No.  2 
Sanitary  Area.  In  order  to  conserve  paper  and  also  the 
great  expense  entailed  in  the  production  of  a separate 
report  for  each  District,  I am  issuing  one  report  only, 
which  will  cover  each  District ; and  in  doing  so,  I am  only 
going  to  refer  shortly  to  any  essential  and  urgent  Sanitary 
matters  that  were  brought  to  my  notice  during  1940. 

The  admission  into  No.  2 Area  of  a large  number  of 
Evacuees  has  not  in  any  way  increased  the  amount  of 
Infectious  Disease,  which,  with  the  exception  of  an 
outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  Honiton  Borough  during  the 
year,  has  remained  much  about  the  same. 
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There  has,  however,  due  to  the  admission  of  these 
Evacuees,  been  a large  number  of  cases  of  Scabies,  which 
was  practically  unknown  in  the  Area  until  the  arrival  of 
the  Evacuees.  However,  with  constant  supervision  at 
the  Schools,  these  cases  have  mostly  been  cleared  up. 

Dirty  heads  have  also  given  us  a great  deal  of  trouble, 
and  I would  here  like  to  add  a note  of  thanks  to  the  foster 
parents,  who  have  nobly  assisted  in  getting  rid  of  this 
trouble. 

Bed  wetter s.—']L\ie^e  have  not  nearly  been  so 
numerous  this  past  year.  The  majority  of  these  cases 
came  from  London  ; but  from  the  other  Areas,  from  which 
we  have  received  Evacuees,  very  few  cases  were  amongst 
them. 

The  Sick  Bay  at  Honiton  (Bur wood)  has  again  done 
wonderful  work  under  the  very  capable  administration  of 
the  Matron  (Mrs.  K.  Drysdale-Anderson).  During  1940, 
156'cases  were  admitted,  and  no  deaths  occurred.  This 
Sick  Bay  deals  with  all  classes  of  cases  except  Infectious 
Disease,  and  has  done  marvellous  work,  and  I am  very 
proud  to  be  associated  with  it. 

The  Minor  Fever  Hospital  opened  at  Alonkton  has 
unfortunately  had  to  close  down,  owing  to  the  impossibility 
of  obtaining  a trained  Staff,  and  as  I felt  the  necessity  of 
keeping  this  open  during  the  summer  months  was  not 
necessary,  I hope  to  be  able  to  arrange  a Staff  to  re-open 
the  Hospital  in  the  fall  of  1941. 

Hostels. — A large  number  of  these  have  been  opened 
in  the  Axminster  Kural  and  Seaton  Urban  Districts. 
They  have  all  been  regularly  inspected  by  me,  and  are 


5 


doing  extremely  useful  work.  I would  especially  mention 
the  Rhode  Hill  Hostel  in  the  Axminster  Rural  District, 
under  Miss  Gordon,  which  caters  for  very  young  infants 
and  has  done  splendid  work. 

Extremely  heavy  calls  have  been  made  on  tlie 
Water  supplies  of  the  Area,  wliich  - with  the  increase 
of  population  due  to  Evacuees  and  Military — some 
Districts  have  found  great  difficulty  in  supplying  the 
water  required.  This  has  been  particularly  marked 
in  Axminster  Urban  and  Honiton  Borough.  Both 
Areas  have  schemes  in  hand,  which  wdll  in  future 
remedy  this  annual  summer  shortage. 

During  the  year  I carried  out  Diphtheria  Immuni- 
sation throughout  the  whole  of  my  Area.  Although 
Immunisation  is  purely  voluntary,  the  response  was 
remarkably  good. 


I append  a tabulated  report  on  the  number  of 
children  immunised  and  the  number  of  refusals  in 
each  Area : — 


IMMUNISE]). 

liEFU! 

SALS. 

Districts. 

Devon 

Children. 

' L.C.C. 

Devon 

Children. 

L.C.C 

Axminster  Rural.... 

1034 

422 

127 

55 

Axminster  Urban... 

274 

108 

26 

14 

Honiton  Rural  .... 

322 

425 

27 

55 

Honiton  Borough... 

104 

158 

17 

1 

Seaton  Urban 

236 

95 

4 

3 

Total  .... 

1970 

1208 

201 

128 

Total  Immunised. ...3178. 
,,  Refused 329. 
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The  iinmber  of  children  (Devon)  immunised  in  the 
Jloniton  Rural  District  and  Honiton  Borough  is  small 
because,  for  some  years,  I have  been  holding  Annual 
Clinics  for  this  purpose. 

The  method  adopted  was  for  all  children  under  12 
to  have  a first  dose  of  A.T.P.  of  0,2,  and  a month  later  a 
second  dose  of  0.4,  Children  above  this  age  received  a 
first  dose  of  0.1  and  a second  dose  of  0.4.  In  no  case 
did  I have  a single  bad  reaction  or  any  complaint  from 
a parent. 

During  1940,  owing  to  war,  only  absolutely  essential 
work  was  carried  out.  Fortunately,  in  No.  2 Sanitary 
Area,  there  had  been  for  many  years  past  a steady 
improvement  every  year  in  water  supplies  and  sanitation, 
and  so  when  war  came  (with  a few  exceptions)  it  found 
the  District  well  prepared. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  record  my  grateful 
appreciation  of  the  work  of  my  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who 
without  exception,  have  more  than  pulled  their  weight  in 
these  difficult  times,  and  although  greatly  understaffed, 
have  never  failed  to  respond  at  once  to  any  call  on  their 
services. 


I now  append  a short  report  on  each  District,  referring 
only  to  essential  matters,  and  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
venience, I take  the  Districts  in  alphabetical  order. 
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AXMINSTER  URBAN. 

Area  ...  ...  ...  1,300  acres 

Population  (excluding  Military  and  Evacuees)  2,550 
No.  of  Inhabitated  Houses  ...  698 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  £18,672 

Penny  Rate  produces  ...  ..  £73  (net). 


Infectious  Disease. 


Tbe  following  cases  of  Infectious 

1940 

Measles 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 


Disease  were 


7 

2 

45 

3 


cases 


reported 


in 


Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes  ...  48 

(24  Males,  24  Females) 


Live  Births. 

Clumber  of  Births  registered 

(17  Males,  12  Females) 

Still  Births. 

Number  of  above  registered 

(1  Male,  legitimate) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

Number  of  above  registered 

(l  Male,  1 Female,  both  legitimate) 


29 


1 


2 


Walter  Supplies. 

In  the  Urban  District  there  has  been  no  water  or  sewage  work 
completed  and  no  work  postponed.  With  regard  to  the  shortage  of 
water  with  the  continual  increase  of  Evacuees  and  Military  it  was 
found  necessary  from  April,  1940  onwards,  to  turn  the  water  oil' 
for  varying  periods  each  night.  Steps  have  now  been  taken,  which 
I hope  in  the  near  future  will  remedy  the  shortage. 
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AXMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area 

Population 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 
Penny  Rate  produces 
No.  of  Parishes  ... 


51,468  acres- 
11,350 
3,286 
£48,999 
£202 
14 


Infectious  Disease. 


Measles 
Pneumonia  . . . 
Diphtheria  . . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas  . . . 


24  cases 
3 „ 

2 „ 

56  „ 

3 „ 

7 „ 


The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  all  of  a very  mild  type,  and 
were  evenly  distributed  tbrougbout  the  area  during  the  year,  and  at 
no  time  was  there  an  epidemic. 


Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes  ...  164 

(75  Males,  89  Females) 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Births  registered  ...  ...  136 

(67  Males,  69  Females) 

3 Illegitimate  Births  were  registered. 
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Still  Births. 

4 Still  Births  were  registered  (all  legitimate). 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

5 Deaths  were  registered  (all  legitimate). 


Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage. 

There  has  been  no  new  Water  or  Sewage  Works  carried  out 
in  the  district  during  the  past  year.  Maintenance  and  small 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  most  of  the  water  works. 

No  work  has  been  postponed,  except  of  course  in  districts  such 
as  Kilmington  and  Hawkchurch,  where  consideration  of  scheme  has 
been  postponed  until  after  the  War. 

In  only  one  part  of  the  Rural  District  was  there  any 
shortage  of  water,  that  was  at  Membury.  Shortage  was  not 
serious,  and  only  affected  one  house  which  was  very  little  below 
the  level  of  the  water  in  the  reservoir,  so  that  when  the  level 
of  the  water  dropped,  this  house  was  without  water.  Even  so, 
there  was  sufficient  water  at  the  source,  but  owing  to  the  storage 
tank  being  of  insufficient  capacity  it  overflowed  during  the  night, 
and  during  the  day  there  was  not  sufficient  reserve  to  meet  the 
difference  between  the  inflow  and  the  demand.  At  no  time  have 
any  of  the  mains  been  turned  off'  owing  to  shortage. 
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HONITON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  ...  ...  61,265  acres 


Population 

7,552 

No.  of  Parishes  ... 

22 

Inhabited  Houses 

2,040 

Rateable  Value  ... 

£23,674 

Penny  Rate  prodiices 

£99 

Infectious 

Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 cases 

Diphtheria 

2 „ 

Whooping  Cough 

27  „ 

Measles 

72  ., 

Pneumonia 

2 „ 

Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes  ...  80 

(31  Males,  49  Females) 

Live  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  ...  ...  91 

(38  Males,  53  Females) 

The  number  of  Illegitimate  Births  registered  was  6. 

Still  Births. 

The  number  of  Still  Births  registered  was  2 (both  legitimate). 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

The  number  registered  was  6 (all  legitimate). 

Water  Supplies. 

The  parishes  in  the  District  are  supplied  with  water  from  local 
sources,  mainly  wells  and  springs.  Two  noticeable  improvements 
have  been  made : — A new  ram  was  fixed  at  Sheldon  to  replace  the 
existing  defective  one,  and  the  water  supply  in  this  Village  is 
constant.  A new  gravitation  scheme  to  supply  the  Village  of 
Yarcombe  is  now  in  operation  and  has  proved  satisfactory  during 
the  past  twelve  months. 

Owing  to  the  war  it  is  regrettable  that  the  proposed  new 
scheme  for  Branscombe  had  to  lie  abandoned,  as  this  Parish  is 
in  urgent  need  of  a pure  and  ample  supply  of  water.  Shortage 
occurs  during  the  summer  months. 
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During  the  past  two  years  water  surveys  were  carried  out  in 
the  2‘2  Parishes  in  the  District,  and  it  appears  that  from  a 
convenience  point  of  view,  Ac.,  that  public  supplies  are  required 
in  certain  villages,  especially  Branscombe,  Buckerell,  Combe 
Raleigh,  Gittisham  and  Paylierahury. 

The  water  supply  to  the  Council  houses  at  Northleigh  has  been 
augmented,  and  a new  spring  pipe  supply  taken  to  the  Council 
houses  at  Causeway  End,  Broadhembury.  The  public  shute  at 
Payhembury  was  sampled  and  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory,  therefore 
on  my  instx’uctions  a notice  to  this  effect  was  erected. 

Generally  speaking,  the  water  supplies  in  this  District  are 
fairly  adequate  for  the  normal  population,  but  the  influx  of 
evacuees  has  caused  the  supplies  to  become  considerably  strained. 


Sewerage. 

Tbe  work  of  constructing  a new  scheme  for  the  Village  of 
Colestocks  has  now  been  completed,  but  work  of  providing  a new 
sewer  at  Kerswell  and  new  outfall  works  at  Payhembury  have  had 
to  Ixe  abandoned.  Certain  temporary  work  was  canned  out  at 
Kerswell  to  dispense  with  a very  bad  nuisance. 

The  Railway  Company  at  Sidmouth  Junction  agreed  to 
connect  to  the  Council’s  sewer,  thus  discontinuing  a nuisance 
from  a defective  cesspool. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  septic  tank  outfall  at 
Broadhembury  Council  houses. 

Generally,  the  drainage  conditions  in  the  District  leave  room 
for  considerable  improvement. 


General  Matters. 

Housing  surveys  have  had  to  be  discontinued,  and  a considerable 
amount  of  work  is  caused  by  fixing  accommodation  for  evacuees. 
This  work  includes  requisitioning  properties  and  making  inspections 
with  regard  to  general  living  conditions. 

12  properties  were  reconditioned  under  the  Housing  Rural 
Workers’  Act,  but  this  work  has  now  been  discontinued  for  the 
duration. 

The  Council  had  also  to  abandon  their  proposals  to  iiurchase 
housing  sites  at  Smeatharpe,  Monkton,  Combe  Raleigh  and 
Wilmington. 

12  Council  Houses  have  been  re-roofed. 
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HONITON  BOROUGH. 


Area 

* 

Population 
Rateable  Value  ... 
Penny  Rate  produces 
Inhabited  Houses 


3,134  acres 
3,752 
£24,180 
...  £93  8s.  8d. 

970 


Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes  ...  50 

(30  Males,  20  Females) 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  ...  ...  42 

(14  Males,  28  Females) 

1 Illegitimate  Birth  was  registered. 


Still  Births. 

None  were  registered. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

3 Deaths  were  registered  (all  legitimate). 


Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year 
Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  3 cases 

^Diphtheria  ...  ...  20  ,, 

Whooping  Cough  ...  4 ,, 

Measles  ...  ...  7 ,, 


^Diphtheria. — During  the  year  1940  we  unfortunately  had 
two  attacks  of  Diphtheria. 

The  first  occurred  at  the  Sick  Bay  (Burwood)  amongst  the 
Evacuees,  and  was  definitely  traced  to  a carrier  in  the  Sick  Bay. 
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The  cases  were  removed  to  Exeter,  and  the  Sick  Bay  closed  for 
a time. 

The  second  outbreak  occurred  in  October  and  November,  and 
no  doubt  the  spread  was  due  to  the  patient  not  calling  in  a Doctor 
until  within  a few  hours  of  death.  G cases  occurred  in  this  house, 
the  mother  being  attacked  first,  and  dying.  Tbe  drains  of  the  house 
were  in  a bad  state. 

In  all  14  cases  occurred  in  this  outbreak. 


Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage. 

(1)  — No  new  work  was  canned  out  by  the  Honiton  Borough  • 
Council  during  1940. 

The  only  work  carried  out  was  by  the  War  Department,  which 
consisted  of : — 

(a)  New  Unit  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

(ft)  New  Water  Supply  from  Wilmington  (via  Honiton)  to  the 
Heathfield  Camp. 

(2)  — There  was  no  postponement  of  any  work. 

(3)  — In  1940  as  usual  there  was  a shortage  of  Water  Supply 
in  Honiton,  extraordinary  consumption  of  Water  being  due  to  tbe 
increased  population — Evacuees  and  Soldiers  in  billets  in  the  Town. 
The  Town  Water  Supply  was  turned  off  each  night  during  April 
and  May  at  10  p.m. ; and  during  June,  July,  August,  and  part  of 
September,  at  7 p.m. 

The  New  Water  Supply  from  Wilmington  should  be  made 
available  by  tbe  Military  Authorities  for  the  benefit  of  the  Borough 
at  once,  as  there  is  ample  supplies  for  both. 
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SEATON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Area 

Population 
Inhabited  Houses 
Eateable  value 
Penny  Rate  produces 


1190.43  acres 
3,144 
980 
£30,000 
£120 


Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes  ...  50 

(24  Males,  26  Females) 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  ...  ...  31 

(19  Males,  12  Females) 

1 Illegitimate  Birth  was  registei’ed. 


Still  Births. 

None  registered. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

. None  registei’ed. 


Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year; — 


Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

2 cases 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 case 

Whooping  Cough 

2 cases 

Diphtheria 

1 case 

Measles 

4 cases 

Pneumonia 

6 cases 
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Sewerage  and  Water  Supplies. 

No  complaints  as  to  Water  shortage  have  been  received  by  me, 
and  supplies  have  held  out  well. 

No  New  Works,  either  Water  or  Sewage,  have  been  undertaken 
during  1940. 

I think  Seaton  can  be  very  proud  of  its  health  record : only 
2 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (very  mild)  and  1 case  of  Diphtheria  being 
reported.  This,  in  a seaside  resort,  which — although  we  are  in  the 
midst  of  a war — seems  to  draw  a large  number  of  visitors,  and  one 
must  also  bear  in  mind  the  large  number  of  Evacuees  at  Seaton. 

There  are  4 Hostels  in  Seaton,  which  are  regularly  inspected 
by  me,  and  are  extremely  efficiently  run,  and  the  people  seem 
remarkably  happy  and  contented. 

I also  note  with  great  satisfaction  there  were  no  Still  Births 
and  no  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
BUNCOMBE  STEELE-PERKINS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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